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1. SOCIAL ISSUES

1.1. Student-Scientist Connect Programme: “JIGYASA”
In News

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), in collaboration with Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathans (KVS), has launched a student-scientist connect programme 'JIGYASA'.

The sole objective of this scheme is to extend the classroom learning and to focus on a well
planned research laboratory based learning.

Key Highlights

The Jigyasa programme is inspired by Government’s vision of a new India and “Scientific Social
Responsibility (SSR)” of scientific community and institutions.

The Programme is expected to connect 1151 KVs with 38 National Laboratories of CSIR and will
target 100,000 students and nearly 1000 teachers annually.

The program will also enable the students and teachers to practically live the theoretical concepts
taught in science by visiting CSIR laboratories and by participating in mini-science projects.

The model of engagement includes student residential programmes, scientists as teachers and
teachers as scientists, popular lecture series/demonstration programme at Schools, and student
apprenticeship programmes among others,

Need For Such Programmes

The government has established Indian Institutes of Technology, Indian Institutes of Science
Education and Research, and Council of Scientific and Industrial Research laboratories to promote
applied research. But they educate a tiny fraction of our students.

Facilities and teaching at the universities that serve more than 29 million students are alarming.
Most classrooms are equipped with poor-quality teaching laboratories, let alone research
laboratories.

Faculty appointments are often made on the basis of political connections, caste or bribes, and
funds are misappropriated. The results are: many highly qualified young scientists refuse to take up
faculty positions in these universities because of the lack of infrastructure, the hostile environment
and bureaucracy.

In India, researchers generally start being mentored only when they show promise as young
principal investigators. Hence, grooming the child as scientists during their early ages is often
overlooked.

Also, Article 51-A of Indian Constitution makes it a fundamental duty to develop the scientific
temper.

Hence to change the attitude of young minds - who focus only on becoming doctors or engineers -
and to ensure that these minds get an exposure to scientific environment with real labs, we need
such programmes.

Scientific Social Responsibility (SSR):
e SSRis analogous to the scientist’s work with corporate social responsibility (CSR).

e Just as companies are now expected to act responsibly in relation to energy and resource
consumption, impact on animal and plant life, the environment, workers’ rights, anti-corruption,
etc., the Government wants researchers to be aware of the utility value of their research for
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society.

Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR)

e The Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR), known for its cutting edge R&D
knowledge base in diverse S&T areas, is a contemporary R&D organization.

e CSIR covers a wide spectrum of science and technology — from radio and space physics,
oceanography, geophysics, chemicals, drugs, genomics, biotechnology and nanotechnology to
mining, aeronautics, instrumentation, environmental engineering and information technology.

e |t provides significant technological intervention in many areas with regard to societal efforts
which include environment, health, drinking water, food, housing, energy, farm and non-farm
sectors. Further, CSIR'’s role in S&T human resource development is noteworthy.

o Pioneer of India’s intellectual property movement, CSIR today is strengthening its patent
portfolio to carve out global niches for the country in select technology domains.

e CSIR is granted 90% of US patents granted to any Indian publicly funded R&D organization.

o CSIR has pursued cutting edge science and advanced knowledge frontiers. The scientific staff of
CSIR constitutes only about 3-4% of India’s scientific manpower, but they contribute to 10% of
India’s scientific outputs.

e CSIR has put in place CSIR@80: Vision & Strategy 2022 — New CSIR for New India. CSIR’s
mission is “to build a new CSIR for a new India”.

1.2. No-Detention Policy In School To Be Scrapped From Next Academic Year

In News

e The government has decided to do away with the no-detention policy for students from 2018
academic session.

e The representation from most of the States had highlighted that the standard of education had
deteriorated because of this policy. Following this, the Union government has taken this decision.

No Detention Policy (NDP)
¢ Under the Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009, the no-detention policy was introduced.

e Section 16 of the RTE Act categorically lays down that “No child admitted in a school shall be held
back in any class or expelled from the school till the completion of elementary education.”

e Under this policy, the students up to class VIII are automatically promoted to the next class without
being held back even if they do not get a passing grade.

Rationale Behind NDP Along With CCE

e Making a student repeat a grade adds to mental stress, lowers their self esteem, and could cause
them to drop out altogether. Also, there is no research evidence to suggest that repeating a year
helps children perform better rather it leads to more dropouts from the system.

¢ Examinations are often used for eliminating children who obtain poor marks. Compelling a child to
repeat a class is demotivating and discouraging.

o Therefore, the tests were replaced by a system called Comprehensive and Continuous Evaluation
(CCE). CCE is just a way of assessing the children using non-learning factors such as social,
personality, attitudes and values displayed.
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¢ The main aim of CCE is to evaluate every aspect of the child during their presence in the school. It

was also done to reduce the workload of children by taking continuous tests of the students
throughout the year.

o Under the new system, the student’s marks will be replaced by grades which will be evaluated
throughout the year through a series of curricular and extra-curricular activities. The grades will be
awarded based on work experience skills, dexterity, innovation, steadiness, teamwork, public
speaking, behavior, etc.

o From different surveys, it was revealed that the detention system led to increased dropouts among
students, especially from economically and socially weaker sections, who cannot afford costly
private education.

e The no-detention policy was brought in to provide such children an environment free from fear,
anxiety and stress and allow them to learn and grown on their own pace.

¢ NDP and CCE are based on sound principles of pedagogy and assessment. These were introduced
as a welcome change to the exam-centric education culture prevailed in India.

Arguments Against The NDP

e This policy led to students developing a lackadaisical attitude towards their studies as promoting all
students to next class leaves very little incentive for students to learn and teachers to teach well.

e A large number of teachers have reported that some of the students do not even come for the
exams as there is no fear of repeating the class.

e Indirectly, this policy is promoting the idea of coaching classes. The students who do not pay
attention in classes go to the coaching classes to get the passing grade in the Board examinations.

e The student, their parents, their teachers do not know where the student stands. This system
makes no difference between good and bad students.

e There is significant concern that Learning Level Outcomes have been poor. Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER), brought by the NGO Pratham, has said that every second Class V
student in rural India can’t read the text of class three levels below.

¢ Many committees formed by Gol had presented a negative view on NDP.

o In 2012, a sub-committee set up by the Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE) under then
Haryana Education Minister Geeta Bhukkal, had come up with a conclusion that no-detention
policy has had a “very bad” impact on the children.

o In December 2015, a Centre-appointment panel, led by Rajasthan Education Minister Vasudev
Devnani, has recommended revocation of the ‘no-detention policy’.

o The TSR Subramanian committee on Education had observed that the no detention policy in
schools should be applicable till Class V and exams be held from Class VI onwards.

Way Forward

e There is significant merit to NDP at the primary school level and especially till class V. Learning
focused on building key foundational blocks, this can help children develop an interest in learning
and encourage them to study further without fear of failure or assessments.

e The middle school levels of class 6 to class 8 are the most critical. This is a stage where a strong
knowledge block, if built, can help a child stay through the entire learning life cycle and also develop
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skills which are very important for a sustainable livelihood. It is proposed that some form of
evaluation is introduced in these classes.

The ‘no detention policy’ along with the CCE is in itself good. However, it has failed to deliver
because our country lacks the infrastructural support and awareness on the part of the guardians,
low teacher-student ratio etc. Hence, there is urgent need to address these issues.

Also, there is confusion among teachers on what their role is in implementation of CCE guidelines.
Teacher training must be revised in line with the requirements of CCE.

Conclusion

1.3.

Although, the no detention policy might be aiming to ensure universal enrolment and retention but
has certainly affected the quality of education and aim of education.

However, revoking the policy in isolation and bringing back the old pass-fail system without
drastically reforming the education system would only add more woes to the already overburdened
lives of the poor Indian children.

The prime objective of any such step should be to effect an all-round development of children and
equipping them with life skills.

Action Against Video Films Of Jarawas On Youtube

In News

Taking suo motu cognizance, the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) has initiated
action against objectionable video films and pictures of protected Jarawa and other tribal
communities of Andaman and Nicobar Islands posted on YouTube.

The commission has taken up the matter with relevant ministries for removal of these objectionable
video films from YouTube and initiate action on those who uploaded these video clips on social
media platform.

Protection Extended To These Tribes

As per provisions of Andaman and Nicobar Island (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Regulation, 1956
dated 18.6.1956, the Andamanese, Jarawas, Onges, Sentinelese, Nicobarese and Shom Houses
have been identified as ‘Aboriginal tribes’.

The total population of tribes of Andaman and Nicobar Islands is about 28077. Out of these, five
tribal communities have population of below 500.

The PAT Regulation contains the provisions of protection of these communities from the outside
snooping.

In 2007, the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination Committee (CERD)
expressed concern at the Andaman Trunk Road. It recommended the Gol to “protect tribes such as
the Jarawa against encroachments on their lands and resources by settlers, poachers, private
companies or other third parties and implement the 2002 order of the Indian Supreme Court to
close the sections of the Andaman Trunk Road that run through the Jarawa reserve.”

In 2012, an amendment was made to provide for penalty for promoting tourism through
advertisement relating to aboriginal tribes. According to this act, making any contact or shooting
photos, videos with the protected aboriginal tribes is illegal and the offender may face
imprisonment.
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Jarawa Tribe

e The Jarawas are an indigenous people of the Andaman lIslands in India. They live in parts of
South Andaman and Middle Andaman Islands. They are believed to have lived in their Indian
Ocean home for up to 55,000 years.

¢ Today, approximately 400 members of the nomadic Jarawa tribe live in groups of 40-50 people
in chaddhas — as they call their homes.

e Like most tribal peoples who live self-sufficiently on their ancestral lands, the Jarawa continue to
thrive, and their numbers are steadily growing.

e They do not interact much with the outsiders. However, in 1998, a few Jarawa started to emerge
from their forest for the first time without their bows and arrows to visit nearby towns and
settlements.

Problems Faced by Jarawa Community

e The principal threat to the Jarawa’s existence comes from encroachment onto their land, which
was sparked by the building of a highway through their forest in the 1970s.

e The road (Andaman Trunk Road) that cuts through their territory brings thousands of outsiders,
including tourists, into their land. The tourists treat the Jarawas like animals in a safari park.

¢ They remain vulnerable to outside diseases to which they have little or no immunity. In 1999 and
2006, Jarawas suffered from outbreaks of measles — a disease that has wiped out many tribes
worldwide following contact with outsiders.

¢ Jarawa women have been sexually abused by poachers, settlers, bus drivers and others. In the
past many videos have surfaced in which females members of this tribe are being asked to
dance in exchange of food.

e In 2014, two French filmmakers have been booked on the charge of tresspassing into the
protected Jarawa tribal reserve in the Andaman islands and filming a documentary on the
threatened aboriginal tribe.

¢ lllegal hunting, fishing and gathering, from both local and foreign poachers, remains a serious
threat to the Jarawa’s survival. The theft of the food they rely on risks robbing them of their self
sufficiency and driving the tribe to extinction.

Attempts To ‘Mainstream’ The Jarawa

o In 1990 the local authorities revealed their ‘master plan’ to settle the Jarawa in two villages with
an economy based on fishery, suggesting that hunting and gathering could be their ‘sports’. The
plan was so prescriptive that it even detailed what style of clothes the Jarawa should wear.

o However, in 2004 the resettlement plan was abandoned with the announcement of a radical new
policy that allowed them to choose their own future, and that outside intervention in their lives
would be kept to a minimum.

Steps Taken To Protect Jarwa
¢ In 2002, the Supreme Court ordered closure of Andaman Trunk road, yet it still remains open.

e In 2013, the Supreme Court banned tourists from travelling along the ATR for seven weeks.
After the Andaman Authorities changed their own rules in order to allow the human safaris to
continue, the Supreme Court had no choice but to reverse the ban.

¢ The Andaman Authorities had opened an alternative sea route to Baratang. This sea route
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would stop the human safaris, as tourists would no longer have an excuse to drive through the

Jarawa’s forest.
Death Of Fair-Skinned Child Among Jarawa Tribe: A Controversy

e The murder of a five-month-old infant in Andaman triggered a debate over the rule of law among
one of the world's most primitive tribes.

¢ The incident took place among the Jarawa tribe in 2016. Since, the baby was fair skinned, it was
assumed he had been fathered by an outsider, and killed according to a ritual custom of the
tribe.

¢ Indian Government follows Nehru’s Panchsheel policy pertaining to governance of aboriginal
tribes. Local police are restricted from interfering in their lives, in the hopes of preserving their
Paleolithic-era culture.

e This incident has started a debate on Rule of Law Vs. Right to Maintain Purity Of Their Race.

1.4. Push For e-Education With 4 Digital Initiatives

President Pranab Mukherjee has launched four digital initiatives to provide a push for e-education in
India. These initiatives are

¢ Swayam — an indigenously designed massive open online course (MOOC) and will host all the
courses taught in classrooms from 9th class till post-graduation.

e Swayam Prabha — Will provide high quality educational content through 32 Direct-to-Home
channels with an aim to bring uniformity in standards of education. It will cover diverse disciplines of
all levels of education in various languages. It will be available to all and will be having new content
of 4 hours to be telecasted 6 times a day.

¢ National Digital Library — an online library containing 6.5 million books, and

o National Academic Depository (NAD) — for authenticating all certificates issued by institutions.
NAD will directly integrate with Boards/Universities, which issue Certificates that will be verified,
authenticated, accessed and retrieved in a digital depository for purpose of employment, higher
education, and loans.

According to the government, these initiatives will increase the Gross Enrolment Ratio in the higher
education from 24.5 (2015-16) to 30 by 2020.

1.5. The Commitment to Reducing Inequality Index

In News

e India has been ranked 132™ among 152 nations in a new index, tracking commitment to reducing
income inequality.

e Sweden led the index while Nigeria remained the worst performer.

¢ The index ranks nations on the basis of their welfare spending, the progressive nature of their tax
system, and prevailing wage inequality in the labour market.

e It measures the efforts of sovereign governments which pledged to reduce inequality in 2015 as
part of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Key Highlights
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According to the report, India fares badly as India's rank is 21* from the bottom and the country is
ranked between Lebanon and Cameroon in its efforts to bridge the gap between the rich and the
poor.

It said that government spending on health, education and social protection is "woefully low" and
that a majority of the labour force is employed in the agricultural and informal sectors, which lack
union organization.

It hailed the tax structure as reasonably progressive on paper, but also criticized it as in practice
much of the progressive tax is not collected. India collects just 16.7% of GDP as taxes, while South
Africa manages to collect over 27%.

On labour rights and respect for women in the workplace, India also fares poorly. Women are often
paid less than men for doing the same job, despite working longer hours. In India, the wage gap is
32.6%.

The report calculated that if India were to reduce inequality by a third, more than 170 million people
would no longer be classified as poor.

India's spending on health, education and social protection is ranked 149; its taxation system is
ranked 91 and its labour market policies are 86, giving it an overall rank of 132.

Sweden comes out on top with the next four positions being filled by European countries: Belgium,
Denmark, Norway and Germany. China's rank is 87 while the bottom slot is taken by Nigeria.

About Commitment to Reducing Inequality Index (CRI Index)

The index measures efforts of Governments of countries which pledged to reduce inequality
(gap between rich and poor) in 2015 as part of the Sustainable Development Goals.

It has been prepared by Development Finance International, Inc. and international NGO Oxfam.

The CRI Index focuses on policies that reduce economic inequality. The CRI Index measures
government efforts in three policy areas or ‘pillars’: social spending, taxation, and labour.

Social spending on public services such as education, health and social protection has been
shown to have a strong impact on reducing inequality.

Progressive taxation, where corporations and the richest individuals are taxed more in order to
redistribute resources in society and ensure the funding of public services, is a key tool for
governments that are committed to reducing inequality.

There is strong evidence that higher wages for ordinary workers and stronger labour rights,
especially for women, are key to reducing inequality.

1.6

“Sohum"- An Innovative Newborn Hearing Screening Device

In News

The government launched the indigenously developed newborn hearing screening device SOHUM.

The technology was developed by the School of International Biodesign (SIB) start-up Sohum
Innovation Labs India Pvt. Ltd.

As of now, this technology is prohibitively expensive and inaccessible to many. Start-up Sohum has
made the technology appropriate for the resource constrained settings and aims to cater to nearly
26 million babies born every year in India.
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Features

Sohum is a low cost, innovative and Made in India device, which uses brainstem auditory evoked
response, the gold standard in auditory testing to check for hearing response in a hewborn.

The portable Sohum hearing screening device measures auditory brain waves via three electrodes
placed on the baby’s head.

When stimulated, they detect electrical responses generated by the brain’s auditory system. If there
is no response, the child cannot hear.

The battery-operated device is non-invasive, which means babies do not need to be sedated.

Another key advantages over other testing systems is its in-built algorithm, which is patented, that
filters out ambient noise from the test signal. This is important because health clinics can be
incredibly crowded and noisy.

Background

1.7.

Congenital hearing loss is considered as one of the most common birth disorders—which can be a
result of both genetic and non-genetic factors.

In underdeveloped and developing countries like India, where healthcare is still considered a luxury,
hearing impairment goes undiagnosed mostly till 4+ years.

Till then it becomes too late to do damage control as it can lead to a lot of problems such as
impaired communication skills and even possible mental illness in some cases.

Nearly 100000 hearing impaired babies are born in India annually. Sohum can help facilitate timely
treatment and rehabilitation for these hearing impaired babies.

This innovative medical device has been developed under Department of Biotechnology (DBT),
Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India supported School of International
Biodesign (SIB) Programme.

SIB is a flagship Program of the DBT aimed to develop innovative and affordable medical devices
as per unmet clinical needs of India and to train the next generation of medical technology
innovators in India. It is a valuable contribution to the Make in India campaign of the Government.

This Program is implemented jointly at AIIMS and IIT Delhi in collaboration with International
partners.

Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY)

In News

The Government has launched a pension scheme- Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana- for
senior citizens aged 60 or above.

The pension scheme is offered by Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC).

In the falling interest rate scenario, where banks are cutting their deposit rates and the interest rates
on small saving schemes are at record low, it is believed that the scheme will provide social security
to senior citizens by offering decent return.

This scheme can be beneficial for the senior citizens who want a no risk investment and which is
non-fluctuating.

Key Highlights
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1.8.

Under this scheme, there will be an assured return of 8 % over a tenure of 10 years. If there is a
shortfall between the actual return earned under the scheme and the guaranteed return of 8 %,
then the government will subsidise LIC for it.

It provides for pension options of monthly, quarterly, half-yearly and yearly frequency, resulting in
return of around 8.3 per cent.

Premature withdrawal from the scheme is possible in case the money is required for the treatment
of terminal or critical illness of the person or spouse. In this case, 98 per cent of the amount
invested will be refunded.

In case of the death of the pensioner during the policy term of 10 years, the purchase price will be
refunded to the beneficiary.

On the maturity, the pensioner will get back the amount invested along with the final installment of
the pension.

One can also avail a loan of up to 75 % of the amount invested after three years.

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY)

In News

The Ministry of Women and Child Development has prepared the draft guidelines for
implementation of Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY).

It provides for Aadhaar linkage, Direct Benefit Transfer of Rs. 5000 in beneficiary’s bank/post office
account in three instalments - at the time of early registration of pregnancy, after six months of
pregnancy on at least one antenatal check-up, and registration of child birth & first cycle of
immunisation of the child.

About PMMVY

PMMVY is a maternity benefit program run by the Government of India. Previously, it was named
as Indira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana (IGMSY).

IGMSY was introduced in 2010 as a conditional cash transfer scheme for pregnant and lactating
women of 19 years of age or above for first two live births. It provides a partial wage compensation
to women for wage-loss during childbirth and childcare. It also provides conditions for safe delivery
and good nutrition and feeding practices.

In 2013, the scheme was brought under the National Food Security Act, 2013 to implement the
provision of cash maternity benefit of Rs 6,000 stated in the Act.

Objectives:

o Promoting appropriate practice, care and institutional service utilization during pregnancy,
delivery and lactation.

o Encouraging the women to follow (optimal) nutrition and feeding practices, including early
and Exclusive breastfeeding for the first six months; and

o Providing cash incentives for improved health and nutrition to pregnant and lactating
mothers.

It is Centrally Sponsored Scheme under which the cost sharing ratio between the Centre and the
States & UTs with Legislature is 60:40, for North-Eastern States & three Himalayan States, it is
90:10 and 100% Central assistance for Union Territories without Legislature.
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1.9. National Strategic Plan for Malaria Elimination (2017-22)

In News

e The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has launched the National Strategic Plan for Malaria
Elimination (2017-22).

e The Strategic Plan gives year wise elimination targets in various parts of the country depending
upon the endemicity of malaria in the next 5 years.

¢ It has set a target to eliminate malaria by 2027 which is three years ahead of the deadline set by
National Framework for Malaria Elimination (NFME).

e To be declared malaria-free, a country has to report zero incidence for at least three years.
Silent Features Of The Plan

e It aims to achieve universal case detection and treatment services in malaria endemic districts to
ensure 100% diagnosis of all suspected cases, and full treatment of all confirmed cases.

o Division of districts into categories - It divides the country into four categories, from 0 to 3.

a) Category Zero, the first category, has 75 districts that have not reported any case of
malaria for the last three years.

b) Category 1 has 448 districts, in which the Annual Parasite Incidence (API or the humber of
positive slides for the parasite in a year) is less than one per 1,000 population.

c) In Category 2, which has 48 districts, the API is one and above, but less than two per 1,000
population.

d) Category 3 has 107 districts, reporting an API of two and above per 1,000 population.
o The plan is to eliminate malaria (zero indigenous cases) by 2022 in all Category 1 and 2 districts.
e The remaining districts are to be brought under a pre-elimination and elimination programme.

e The NSP also aims to maintain a malaria-free status for areas where transmission has been
interrupted.

e The plan has four components, based on WHO recommendations:
Diagnosis and case management;

Surveillance and epidemic response;

Prevention — integrated vector management;

o O O O

Cross-cutting interventions, which include advocacy, communication, research and
development, and other initiatives.

e According to the NSP, the finances would be managed from government sources, international
donors, and the corporate sector as part of companies’ corporate social responsibility.

The Need For Malaria Elimination In India
e Major Public Health Problem —

o Malaria cases have consistently declined from 2 million in 2001 to 0.88 million in 2013,
although an increase to 1.13 million cases occurred in 2014 due to focal outbreaks.

o According to the World Malaria Report 2016, India accounts for 89% of the incidence of
malaria and 69% of malaria deaths in the South-East Asia region.
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o Presently, 80% of malaria occurs among 20% of people classified as “high risk”, although
approximately 82% of the country’s population lives in malaria transmission risk areas.

o These populations at high-risk for malaria are found in some 200 districts of Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Odisha, West Bengal and seven north-eastern states.

High Economic Burden —

o Increased out of pocket expenditure, loss of productivity and many other indirect costs
are associated with this disease. According to one estimate, the total economic burden
from malaria could be around US $ 1940 million.

o Efforts to control and eliminate malaria are increasingly viewed as high-impact strategic
investments that generate significant returns for public health, help to alleviate poverty,
improve equity and contribute to overall development.

o A malaria burden analysis inferred that every Rupee invested in malaria control in India
(1994) produces a direct return of Indian Rupees 19.705.

Threat Of Multi-Drug Resistant Variety — There is growing threat of the spread of malaria multi-
drug resistance including resistance to artemisinin-based combination therapies from the
neighbouring Greater Mekong Sub region countries, coupled with the shortage of new and
effective anti malarials.

Global Obligation —

o WHO has recently developed the Global Technical Strategy for Malaria 2016—2030
which advocates global acceleration of malaria elimination efforts.

o Similarly, the Asia Pacific Leaders Malaria Alliance (APLMA), of which India is a member,
has set a target for malaria elimination in all countries of the Asia Pacific region by 2030
as per its Malaria Elimination Roadmap.

Increased Globalization —

o There are reports of artemisinin resistance emerging from bordering countries such as
Myanmar. Due to frequent movement that takes place across international borders,
moving towards malaria elimination will be a step in the right direction.

o Any further delay in addressing the problem of P. falciparum malaria could lead to the
deterioration of the malaria situation and the emergence of multi-drug resistance,
including resistance to artemisinin-based combination therapies.

History Of Malaria Control In India

In the early 1900s, malaria control operations in India were centred on vector control, particularly
the use of anti-larval operations.

Soon after the Second World War, when DDT was released for use in public health, several
successful trials demonstrating the effect of DDT spraying on malaria control were conducted in
the country.

This was followed by the launching of the National Malaria Control Programme (NMCP) in
1953. Indoor residual spraying, monitoring and surveillance of cases, and anti-malarial treatment
of patients were the key activities implemented under this programme.

This programme achieved remarkable results in causing a decline in malaria-related morbidity
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and mortality.

o However, reports of DDT resistance in anopheline mosquitoes started emerging from countries
across the globe and as a result, the focus of the malaria programme was shifted from control to
eradication and the National Malaria Eradication Programme (NMEP) was launched in India
in 1958.

e However, an increasing trend of malaria was observed in some towns/cities which led the
Madhok Committee (1969) to recommend implementation of effective anti-larval measures in
urban areas. Accordingly, the Urban Malaria Scheme (UMS) was launched in 1971.

e Subsequently, a revised strategy named the Modified Plan of Operations (MPO) was launched
in 1977.

¢ In the following years, malaria control projects were launched in selected high endemic areas of
the country with funds from the World Bank and the Global Fund. Monovalent RDTs
wereintroduced in 2005, followed by the introduction of LLINs in 2009 and bi-valent RDTs in
2013.

Challenges In Malaria Control:

e Population movements, often uncontrolled across states/UTs, and sharing of large international
borders with neighbouring malaria endemic countries.

e Shortage of skilled human resources.

e Insecticide resistance.

e Poor Hygiene

o Low awareness among people regarding mosquito breedings.

1.10. Aajeevika Grameen Express Yojana

In News

The government is to launch a new scheme, named Aajeevika Grameen Express Yojana (AGEY),
to provide an alternative source of livelihood to members of Self Help Groups (SHGS).

This scheme will be launched under Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana - National Rural Livelihoods
Mission (DAY-NRLM).

The sub-scheme will be implemented in 250 blocks in the nation on a pilot basis for a duration of 3
years i.e. from the Financial Year 2017-18 to 2019-20.

Key Highlights

The main objectives of AGEY are to provide an alternative source of livelihoods to members of
SHGs by facilitating them to operate public transport services in backward rural areas.

This will provide safe, affordable and community monitored rural transport services like e-rickshaws,
3 and 4 wheeler motorised transport vehicles to connect remote villages with key services and
amenities including access to markets, education and health for the overall economic development
of the area.

There is a provision of providing some options under the sub-scheme; one of the options proposed
to be given under the sub-scheme is that the Community Based Organisation (CBO) will provide an
interest-free loan from its own corpus to Self Help Group member for purchase of the vehicle.
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About DAY-NRLM

e |tis a poverty alleviation mission under Ministry of Rural Development.

e Its aim is to reduce poverty by enabling the poor households to access gainful self-employment
and skilled wage employment opportunities, resulting in appreciable improvement in their
livelihoods on a sustainable basis, through building strong grassroots institutions of the poor.

e It is trying to organize the poor into SHG (Self Help Groups) groups and make them capable for
self-employment. It has a special focus on women empowerment including a dedicated
component for promoting farm and non-farm based livelihoods for women farmers in rural areas

e |t is one of the world’s largest initiatives to improve the livelihood of poor and is supported by
World Bank.

NRLM

Institutional
Platforms of Poor

Socal Capstal
-

{Aggregating, fecerating and
nurturing women SHGs and
Livelihoods organisations of

1.11. India Ranks 116 Out Of 157 Nations On SDG Index
In News

¢ India is ranked 116 out of 157 nations on a global index that assesses the performance of countries
towards achieving the ambitious sustainable development goals (SDGS).

e The index has been prepared by collecting available data for 157 countries to assess where each
country stands in 2017 with regard to achieving the SDGs.

Key Highlights
¢ India is ranked 116th on the index with a score of 58.1, behind countries such as Nepal, Iran, Sri
Lanka, Bhutan and China. Pakistan is ranked 122.

e Sweden leads the list, followed by Denmark and Finland. Among the G7 countries, only Germany
and France can be found among the top ten performers. The US ranks 42nd on the Index, while
Russia and China rank 62nd and 71st respectively.

e |t said that many of the richest countries in the world are nowhere near achieving the global policy
objectives. They also deteriorate the implementation process for poorer countries because of
negative spillover effects.
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e According to it, there is a rising trend of nationalism and protectionism that impedes the

implementation of the goals.

o |t further says that one of the greatest obstacles to achieving the global goals for high-income
countries are poor performances regarding sustainable consumption and production. All countries
that score lowest on electronic-waste generation, for example, are high-income countries.

e The report calls for urgent need for action on the part of G20 countries in making sustainable
development goals a reality both within and beyond their borders.
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About SDG Index

e The SDG Index and Dashboards Report provides a report card for country performance on the
historic Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS).

e The SDG Index ranks countries based on their performance across the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals.

e The annual report shows how leaders can deliver on their promise and it urges countries not to
lose the momentum for important reforms.

e Itis produced by the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) and the Bertelsmann
Stiftung.

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)

e The SDGs, otherwise known as the Global Goals, are a universal call to action to end poverty,
protect the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity.

e |Itis a set of 17 "Global Goals" with 169 targets between them, which are to be achieved by
2030. It is spearheaded by the United Nations.
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1.12. The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (Amendment) Bill, 2017
In News

The Lok Sabha gave its approval to The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education
(Amendment) Bill, 2017.

The Bill amends the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 by extending
the deadline for teachers to acquire the prescribed minimum qualifications for appointment.

According to the RTE Act, 2009, which came into force on 1% April 2010, a teacher, who did not
possess minimum qualifications, was required to acquire them in five years.

The new Bill further extended this deadline by stating that those teachers who do not possess the
minimum qualifications as on March 31, 2015 will acquire the minimum qualifications within a period
of four years i.e. by March 31, 2019.

Benefits

This will enable the in-service untrained elementary teachers to complete their training and ensure
that all teachers at the elementary level in the country have a certain minimum standard of
gualifications.

This would ultimately result in improvement in overall quality of teachers, teaching processes and
consequently learning outcomes of children.

1.13. Drug-resistant TB Higher Among Children Than Expected
In News

According to a report by the Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics (FIND) that conducted the
tests in collaboration with the Central TB Division under the Revised National TB Control
Programme (RNTCP), Multi-Drug Resistant (MDR) TB is higher among children than expected.

While detection of tuberculosis (TB) in children remains a challenge, the new trend presented by
the report is worrying.
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Key Highlights

e As many as 5,500 of over 76,000 children tested in 9 cities have been diagnosed with TB. 9 % of
these paediatric TB cases have been diagnosed to have MDR TB. In 2016, the proportion of
children among new TB patients reported was 6%.

e Absence of appropriate samples coupled with decentralised capacity to get good samples from
children to test for TB remains a challenge in paediatric TB case detection.

e TB diagnosis in children is complicated due to challenges associated with sample collection and
poor sensitivity of tests like the Acid fast bacilli (AFB) smear.

e FIND, through this project, has collaborated with the Central TB Division to improve access to more
sensitive diagnostic tools like the GeneXpert in the paediatric population.

e GeneXpert MTB/RIF is a cartridge-based test used with an automated molecular diagnostic
platform that enables the diagnosis of TB and some drug-resistant TB (DR-TB) in less than two
hours.

About Tuberculosis (TB)
e TBis a disease caused by bacteria “Mycobacterium tuberculosis” that most often affect the lungs.

e The disease is spread from person to person through the air. It commonly affects the lungs but
can also affect other parts of the body.

e Itis the second biggest killer disease worldwide next only to HIV/AIDS.
e It can be completely cured with proper and regular medication.
Indian Scenario

¢ India has continued to account for one fourth of the global TB burden for more than a decade
despite implementing the WHO-backed Directly Observed Treatment, Short-Course (DOTS)
programme nationwide.

e As per new estimates, the number of new cases every year has risen to 2.8 million and mortality
is put at 4,80,000 each year. These figures may go up when the national TB prevalence survey is
undertaken in 2017-18.

e Against this backdrop, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, in its National Strategic Plan
For Tuberculosis Elimination (2017-2025), has set a highly ambitious goal of “achieving a rapid
decline in burden of TB morbidity and mortality while working towards elimination of TB by 2025.”

Efforts To Eliminate TB So Far

e The Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNTCP) has treated 10 million patients,
however, the rate of decline has been slow.

e Providing universal access to early diagnosis and treatment and improving case detection were
the main goals of the National Strategic Plan 2012-17.

e The government made three significant important policy decisions to improve disease
surveillance: making TB a notifiable disease (May 2012); including anti-TB drugs under Schedule-
H1 (August 2013); and developing a case-based, web-based TB surveillance system.

e Going by the current rate of decline, India is far from reaching the 2030 Sustainable Development
Goals — reducing the number of deaths by 90% and TB incidence by 80% compared with 2015.

Why TB Still Persists In India
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Over 80 per cent of people with TB first knock on the doors of the private health sector where the
standard of diagnosis and quality of TB care has always been contentious issues. There is no
institutionalized mechanism to help private players update their knowledge and skills about
changing diagnostic algorithms, even the use of anti-TB drugs in appropriate doses for the correct
duration.

As per norms, a private doctor or hospital has to inform the government about each TB case but
this hardly happens.

Old diagnostic methods used: In India both private and public sector heavily rely on smear
microscopy method for the initial diagnosis of the TB. This method has the ability to detect only
50% of the positive cases.

Limited number of machines: There are only 735 Xpert MTB/RIF molecular diagnostic
machines available across the country. These machines are for high risk groups but unfortunately
the machines are too less in number to even meet the need of target groups.

Daily drug regimen: In India, drug is given as thrice a week, this regimen is not appreciated
because even if one of the doses is missed, it can result in sub-therapeutic drug levels, and TB
bacteria can mutate and become resistant.

Implementation of Shorter MDR-TB regimen: The World Health Organisation (WHO)
recommended a shorter (nine-month) regimen to treat MDR(Multi Drug Resistance)-TB. But India
is yet to make the shorter MDR-TB regimen as part of India’s national TB control policy.

Limited availability of drug: WHO recommended use of Bedaquiline drug for adults with MDR-
TB but the drug is currently available only in five cities — Ahmedabad, Delhi, Chennai, Mumbai
and Guwahati. Delamanid is another drug used in treating MDR-TB but even its availability is not
enough.

Paediatric TB: Cases of paediatric TB (for children weighing less than 25 kg) is also increasing
in number.

‘Missing’ cases: India has 41% gap between the estimated and detected cases.

Way Forward

There is need to develop radical approaches to address the issue. Rather than the strategy of
waiting for patients to walk in to get tested we need to engage in detecting more cases, both
drug-sensitive and drug-resistant.

The emphasis should be on using highly sensitive diagnostic tests, undertaking universal testing
for drug-resistant TB, reaching out to TB patients seeking care from private doctors and targeting
people belonging to high-risk populations.

The other priority should be to provide anti-TB treatment — irrespective of where patients seek
care from public or private — and ensure that they complete the treatment.

Sending customized SMSes to improve drug compliance, incentivizing private doctors to notify
cases and providing free medicines to patients approaching the private sector, facilitating
nutritional support to TB patients, including financial support, rewarding States performing well in
controlling TB, and using management information systems to monitor all aspects of TB control
would help India to fight against this disease.

The Central TB Division has rightly planned to increase the number of Xpert machines to over 1,000
by 2019. Ministry of Health is planning to expand the availability of Bedaquiline in the rest of the
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country. India has also introduced fixed-dose combination (FDC) drugs for paediatric TB. It was
introduced in six States and will be extended to the remaining States by the end of this year.

1.14. Sexual Harassment Electronic Box (She — Box)

In News

e The Ministry of Women & Child Development has launched an online complaint management
system titled Sexual Harassment electronic—Box (SHe-Box) for registering complaints related to
sexual harassment at workplace.

e The complaint management system has been developed to ensure the effective implementation of
Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act (the SH
Act), 2013.

Key Highlights

e This portal will provide a platform to women working or visiting any office of Central Government to
file complaints related to sexual harassment at workplace under the SH Act.

e Those who had already filed a written complaint with the concerned Internal Complaint Committee
(ICC) constituted under the SH Act are also eligible to file their complaint through this portal.

e Once a complaint is submitted to the portal, it will be directly sent to the ICC of the concerned
Ministry/Department/PSU/Autonomous Body etc. having jurisdiction to inquire into the complaint.

e This portal will enable WCD as well as complainant to monitor the progress of inquiry conducted by
the ICC.

o |t will help in providing speedier remedy to women facing sexual harassment at workplace.

The sexual harassment Act mandates that all workplaces with more than 10 workers constitute an
internal complaints committee for receiving complaints of sexual harassment. The Union
government has 30.87 lakh employees. According to the Census of Central Government Employees
2011, women constitute 10.93 per cent of the total force.

1.15. Jiyo Parsi Publicity Phase-2
In News

e The government has launched Jiyo Parsi Publicity Phase-2, under Jiyo Parsi Scheme.

e It aims at containing the declining trend of population of the Parsi community and reverses it to
bring their population above the threshold level.

Background

e Jiyo Parsi” scheme had been launched with an aim to reverse the declining trend of Parsi
population by adopting a scientific protocol and structured interventions, stabilize their population
and increase the population of Parsis in India.

e Lunched by Ministry of Minority Affairs, the scheme has two components: Medical Assistance and
Advocacy/Counselling.

e The scheme has been successful and so far 101 babies have been born in Parsi community
through “Jiyo Parsi” scheme.

e Jiyo Parsi Publicity Phase-1" was initiated in 2013.
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2. POLITY AND GOVERNANCE

2.1. Minimum Qualifications for Cooperative Societies’ Polls

In News

e Rajasthan became the first State in India to lay down the minimum educational qualifications for
contesting elections to various other cooperative bodies including village cooperative societies.

o The State Cooperative Societies Rules, 2003, were amended for this purpose.
Key Highlights

e The required educational qualifications will range from Class V to Class VIII for election as
members of governing boards of various cooperative boards.

e The minimum qualifications for the primary committee members would be class VIII, class X for
district-level committees, and graduation for the state level committee.

¢ In order to ensure that the management is in good hand, the minimum educational qualification
would be compulsory for the members of the Directorate of Board.

e It will be the first state in the country to establish Recruitment Board by the Cooperative
Committees, which will recruit personnel for the cooperative committees.

e This move will ensure more employment in the field of cooperatives.

Laws Prescribing Educational Qualifications For Contesting an Election: Analysis

Background

¢ In March 2015, the Rajasthan Panchayati Raj Amendment Act stipulated minimum educational
qualifications for citizens who wanted to contest elections at the local level. It required candidates
contesting for zila parishads and panchayat samitis to have passed Class X.

e Similarly, in Haryana, a new law makes it mandatory for a general male candidate to pass Class
X and a general woman candidate to pass Class VIII. For a Dalit male candidate passing Class
VIl is mandatory and for a Dalit woman passing Class V is required.

e Additionally - in few states such as Rajasthan, Haryana and Bihar - candidates can contest only if
they have functional toilets at home.

Constitutional Position

e Article 40 - State shall take steps to organize village panchayats and endow them with such
powers and authority as may be necessary to enable them to function as units of self-
government.

o Article 246 —Empowers State governments to legislate on the matters pertaining to state list.
Argument In Favour Of Prescribing Educational Criteria

e Education will “enable the candidates to effectively discharge duties of the panchayat” as it is
precondition for efficiency. Social audit, paper work optimization etc. are duties, which can be
effectively discharged if the leader has some educational qualification.

e It is only education which gives a human being the power to discriminate between right and
wrong, good and bad”. Hence, it has some moral validity as well.

e Many activities like sanitation campaign, women empowerment in rural area, breaking caste
barriers etc. require the local leaders to go beyond the prevailing cultural norm in order to bring
the required change. Educated background will sensitize the leaders towards these issues and
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thereby bringing more commitment.

e Such laws will promote able leadership at the local level, which can then act as a role model for
many youths.

Argument Against Prescribing Educational Criteria

e These new norms are in contradiction with the philosophy of the Indian Constitution, which
allowed every Indian to contest elections in 1952 while the literacy rate was 11 %.

e It would lead to exclusion of vulnerable communities such as women, SC/ST etc. as the literacy
rate is quite low among them. For example, In Haryana, these criteria deprive 68 % of the Dalit
women and 41 % of the Dalit men from the right to contest panchayat elections.

e It is against the basic premise of democracy, which talks about equal opportunity to all as these
laws create “two classes of voters,” that is, “those who are qualified by virtue of their educational
accomplishment to contest the elections to the panchayats and those who are not.”

e Due to fast pace of urbanization and associated migration, there may be certain pockets in the
region where there might not be any candidate fulfilling the required criteria.

e Also the argument that only education which gives a human being the power to discriminate
between right and wrong, good and bad” is not necessarily true as this means that educated
persons cannot be dishonest.

¢ It might lead to accumulation of bogus degrees and certificates.

e These laws are also somewhat incoherent. For instance, if a Class V qualification is enough to
discharge a member’s function in the case of a Dalit woman, why has a higher qualification been
imposed on others?

Conclusion

¢ In an era of globalization and technological revolution, this step can be termed as a progressive
one only if it does not lead to exclusion.

e Hence, the first step should be to carry out Literacy Survey in all the regions so as to point out the
pockets where low rate of literacy is prevalent.

o These pockets must see some relaxation compared to other regions.
¢ We must focus on revamping our educational system to educate each and every one.

2.2. Separate State Flag

Karnataka has constituted a nine-member committee to study and submit a report to the government
on the possibility of “designing a separate flag for Karnataka and providing it a statutory standing.”

Constitutional Position And Some Analysis

e So far, Jammu and Kashmir is only state having separate flag of its own due to special status
granted under Article 370 of the Constitution.

e There is no separate Central or State law to deal with this issue. In addition, the Indian Constitution
does not prohibits States to have their own flag.

o National Flag Code is silent about the separate State Flag. Although, it specifically authorizes use
of flags subject to court regulation.
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¢ In S.R. Bommai v/s Union of India (Supreme Court 1994) case, the Supreme Court has declared

that federalism is a basic feature of the Constitution and States are supreme in their sphere.

e This being the Constitutional position, there is no prohibition in the Constitution for the State to have
its own flag.

¢ However, the manner in which the State flag is hoisted should not dishonour the national flag. It has
to be always below the national flag.

e Thus, there is nothing illegal or unconstitutional in having separate State flag. However, we must
take into account the various other dimensions before deciding on such issue. These are:

o Symbol of Unity — Indian Tricolour is representative of unity among diversity as the three
colours represent the idea of India. Having separate flag can run contrary to the notion “One
Nation, One Constitution, One Flag”.

o Representative of Freedom Struggle — The national flag is a result of our struggle against
colonialism. It tells us to cherish and follow the noble ideas that inspired the national
struggle for freedom.

o It signifies the historical process of integration — During national integration of princely
States, barring J&K, each princely states decided to surrender their State flags and
accepted the Indian Tri-Colour.

o Many a times separate State flags are representative of rebellion. At a time when we are
dealing with separatist movements in many States and cultural alienation among North-
Eastern States, separate State flags would do more harm than good.

2.3. Ministries Of Urban Development, Housing And Urban Poverty Alleviation Merged
In News

e The government has merged Ministry of Urban Development, and Ministry of Housing & Urban
Poverty Alleviation -- involved in policy making in urban areas -- to form the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs.

e With this merger, the government now has 51 ministries. In 2004, the number was 42. The first
government in independent India had just 17 ministries.

e In 2016, the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA) was merged with the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA).

Background

e A panel of Secretaries in February 2017 had recommended merger of the two ministries to increase
efficiency in governance. It had also recommended to bring the Pharmaceuticals and AYUSH
ministries under the Health Ministry.

e The two ministries, headed by Union minister VenkaiahNaidu, have a long history of mergers and
de-mergers.

e In 1952, they were one ministry which was known as the Ministry of Works, Housing and Supply.
They were demerged in 1999, merged the next year and bifurcated again in 2004.

Implications

o |t will help in rightsizing the government. It would also promote the idea of “Minimum Government,
Maximum Governance”.
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¢ It would help to avoid duplication of works as the MoUD is mandated to implement programmes

to make cities liveable, while MoHUPA formulates policies to improve the socio-economic condition
of the urban poor.

e This step would lead to optimum distribution of staffs as many departments under these
Ministries were understaffed.

e This step is in line with the 91% Constitutional amendment which says that “The total number of
Ministers, including the Prime Minister, in the central council of ministers shall not exceed 15% of
the total strength of Lok Sabha”.

2.4, New Training Programme ‘COMMIT’ for State Government Officials

In News

e The Union Government has launched a new training programme called “Comprehensive Online
Modified Modules on Induction Training (COMMIT)” for State Government officials.

e The objective is to improve the public service delivery mechanism and provide citizen centric
administration through capacity building of officials who interact with the citizens on day-to-day
basis.

Highlights

e The COMMIT programme is developed by DoPT in collaboration with United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP).

e |t will supplement the existing 12-Day Induction Training Programme (ITP) launched in 2014-15 for
newly recruited state Government officials to develop in them generic & domain specific
competencies.

o It will be of 28 hours duration, which will include e-Modules for 20 hours and face-to-face training for
8 hours. The modules on soft skills will be delivered as e-Modules & through face-to-face training.
The domain modules will be covered through e-Modules only.

o The COMMIT allows translating the content in local/regional languages.
e State Administrative Training Institutes (ATIs) will be implementing the programme.
Importance Of This Scheme

e Rapid economic growth; devolution of funds, functions and functionaries to the Panchayats and
Municipalities; enhanced transparency through the right to information; globalization; climate
change; and extremism have created a complex and challenging environment. It requires the
capacity building of government officials to deal with the situation effectively.

¢ In this context, it will help to develop skills within state government departments in different areas.

e Public service delivery mechanism will be improved and it will help in creation of citizen-centric
administration.

e To achieve maximum Governance, it is necessary to equip the officials with the best possible tools
to perform best to their ability. COMMIT is one among several tools to achieve this purpose.

2.5. Government e-Marketplace

In News
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e In a spirit of cooperative federalism, 6 States/Union Territories (UT) formally adopted the Centre’s

initiative called the Government e-Marketplace (GeM).

e |t aims to ensure that public procurement of goods and services in India is carried out in a
transparent manner.

e GeM is a completely paperless, cashless and system driven e-market place that enables
procurement of common use goods and services with minimal human interface.

Benefits of GeM

e Transparency
o Minimises human interface in vendor registration, order placement and payment processing.
o Offers no entry barriers to bonafide suppliers who wish to do business with the Government.

o At every step, SMS and e-Mail notifications are sent to all the stakeholder involved in the
process.

o Online time-bound payment has given confidence to the vendors and reduced their
‘administrative’ cost involved in pursuing officers for timely payment.

Efficiency
o Direct purchase can be done in a matter of minutes.

o Online tools for assessing price reasonability help in better price discovery.

o The reasonability of price would be further strengthened by way of integration with GSTN
and ICEGATE that will enable the buyer to ascertain the price of an item when it exited the
factory gate or when it got imported into the country.

. Secure and Safe

o Completely secure platform as all the documents on GeM are e-Signed at various stages by
the buyers and sellers.

o Antecedents of the suppliers are verified online and automatically through MCA21, Aadhar
and PAN databases.

e Potential to Support Make in India: The filters for selecting goods which are Preferential Market
Access (PMA) compliant and those manufactured by Small Scale Industries(SSl), enables the
Government buyers to procure Make in India and SSI goods very easily.

e Savings to the Government

o The transparency, efficiency and ease of use of the GeM portal has resulted in a substantial
reduction in prices.

o The average prices on GeM are lower by atleast 15-20%, and in some cases even upto 56%.
Conclusion

e With the joining of more and more States, the GeM would eventually emerge as the National Public
Procurement Portal, keeping in tune with the Global best practices.

¢ Most of the OECD countries, like USA, South Korea, UK, Singapore etc, have a single NPPP and
as a result annual savings of billions of dollars are made in public procurement, besides giving a
fillip to the domestic industry.
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2.6. Election Commissioners’ Appointment

In News

e The Supreme Court has asked the Union Government to formalize a law on the appointment of
election commissioners.

e Article 324 of the Constitution provides that the appointments of the CEC and the ECs be made as
per the enabling law, but the law has not been enacted so far.

e According to the Supreme Court, at present due to lack of a parliamentary law, there is no
transparency in the eligibility criteria of Election Commissioner.

e The bench was hearing a PIL seeking various reliefs including that there should be a fair and
transparent procedure for appointment of CEC and ECs.

Article 324

o Article 324 creates the office of Election Commission. It has following provisions regarding the
composition of election commission:

o The Election Commission shall consist of chief election commissioner and such number of
other election commissioners, if any, as the president may from time to time fix.

o The appointment of the chief election commissioner and other election commissioner and
other election commissioners shall be made by the President.

o The President may also appoint after consultation with the election commission such
regional commissioners as he may consider necessary to assist the election commission.

o The Condition of Service and tenure of office of election commissioner and regional
commissioners shall be determined by the President.

e Pursuant to Article 324, the Government passed an act titled as The Chief Election
Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners (Conditions of Service) Act, 1991. It was
enacted with an aim and object to determine the conditions of service of the Chief Election
Commissioner and other Election Commissioners and for connected matters.

e Later, it was amended to specifically deal with the powers, salary and allowances of the Chief
Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners which should be similar to the powers,
salary, allowances and other perquisites payable to a Judge of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of
India.

e According to this act, the chief election commissioner or an election commissioner shall hold
office for a term of 6 years or age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.

e However, it is silent on the criteria based on which election commissioners can be selected.

2.7. Mahadayi River Water Sharing
In News

e Goa has said that it is open to talks with Karnataka and Maharashtra to explore an out-of-tribunal
settlement on Mahadayi issue.

e Earlier in 2016, Mahadayi Water Disputes Tribunal (MWDT) had rejected the Karnataka’s plea for
diversion of 7.6 thousand million cubic feet (tmcft) of water from the river to the Malaprabha Basin.
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e It had pointed out various grounds for rejection, including ecological damage the project might
cause.

Background

e The dispute over the sharing of the water of the Mahadayi or Mandovi river between the States of
Maharashtra, Karnataka and Goa is over 30 years.

e In 2002, Karnataka government decided to implement a long pending drinking water project by
building a canal across two tributaries of the Mahadayi — Kalasa and Banduri.

o Goa approached the centre in 2002 with a request for a Mahadayi Water Dispute tribunal.
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Facts
o Article 262 of the constitution provides for the adjudication of inter-state water dispute.
¢ In pursuant of this Article, centre enacted the Inter-State Water Dispute Act (1956).

e This act empowers Central government to set up an ad hoc tribunal for the adjudication of a
dispute between two or more states.

e The decision of tribunal would be final and binding on the parties of the dispute.

¢ Neither Supreme Court not any other court have jurisdiction with respect to disputes referred to
such tribunal under this act.

2.8. Maharashtra Prohibition of Social Boycott Act

The outgoing President Pranab Mukherjee gave his assent to the Maharashtra Prohibition of People
from Social Boycott (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2016. After this Maharashtra became
the first state in India to bring a law making social boycott a crime.

Key Highlights Of The Act

e Under the Act, social boycott is a punishable criminal offence, which includes a fine of up to Rs 1
lakh and imprisonment of up to three years or both.

o Either the victim or any family member can file a complain directly to the police, or to a magistrate.
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The Act views any organisation that delivers a judgment or issues a fatwa, as a caste panchayat,
even if it is unregistered.

The Act provides for 15 examples of social boycott, including expulsion from the community;
stopping an individual from taking part in a family function or religious, social community-based
activities or ceremonies; stopping children from playing in certain areas; or disallowing access to
educational institutions, burial grounds, crematoria, and other public conveniences, among others.

Freedom, in this case, includes freedom to marry outside one’s caste, visit places of worship, wear
clothes of one’s choice and use any specific language.

It even makes it an offence to create cultural obstacles by forcing people to wear a particular type of
clothing or use a particular language.

The Act makes provisions for six-month long speedy trials, and also provides for state government-
appointed Social Boycott Prohibition Officers to assist the police and the magistrate.

Background

The movement, initiated by late Narendra Dabholkar, gained momentum after he was shot dead
and the Maharashtra legislature passed the law unanimously in 2016.

After that, it was pending with the central government for the President's nod, as it needed
clearances from six central ministries and a nod from the President.

Recently the Maharashtra police has registered its first case under the Maharashtra Prohibition of
People from Social Boycott (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act in which a family belonging
to Ghadshi community has been boycotted.

This is not the first law of its type. Bombay enacted a law against excommunication in 1949, but it
was struck down by the Supreme Court in 1962 after the Dawoodi Bohra community successfully
argued that it violated the community’s constitutional right to manage its own religious affairs.

Analysis

The prohibition of the social boycott of individuals, families or any community by informal village
councils is a progressive step, given the pervasive nature of the problem.

In a caste ridden society, this law targets the pernicious practice of informal caste panchayats or
dominant sections which uses ostracism as a means of enforcing social conformity. It will check the
growing incidents of atrocities on individuals by jati panchayats wielding extra-judicial powers.

Prevailing laws are frequently challenged in the court, or loopholes are used to escape punishment.
The new act facilitates framing of charges under different section of IPC if there is concrete
evidence thereby removing these loopholes.

It can serve as a template for many states such as Haryana, Uttar Pradesh etc. where Khap
Panchayats are promoting honour killing and social boycotting of families.

However, many analysts believe that a law against social boycott might increase conflict between
the victim who has filed a complaint and the rest of the community.

They further contend that it is the first law to deal with social boycott; a complex concept where
discrimination based on caste, religion and gender intertwines with community. Hence they raise
the question about the ability of law to deal with the issue of mindset.

Finally, the government officials implementing these laws are also members of their respective
community and they often fail to see such practices as discriminating. Many a times they protect the
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culprits belonging to their own community. In this case, the implementation of such laws will be a

challenge.
Conclusion

The law recognizes the human rights dimension to issues of social boycott, as well as the varied forms
in which it occurs in a caste-based society. Drawing its strength from Article 17 of the Indian
Constitution, this law is a legislative assault on abhorrent social practices and is a welcome step.

2.9. SC Allows Government To Replace MCI Oversight Committee

In News

e The Supreme Court has allowed the central government to replace the oversight committee set up
to supervise the functioning of the Medical Council of India (MCI) with a fresh panel of five eminent
doctors.

¢ It also gave the government liberty to replace any doctor in the list with another if he does not wish
to be a part of the oversight committee.

Background

e The Supreme Court, using its powers under the Article 142 of the Constitution, had set up the
oversight committee in May 2016 to oversee the MCI’s functioning for a period of one year or till a
suitable mechanism was brought in by the Government to substitute it.

e The Oversight committee was led by former Chief Justice of India R.M. Lodha.

e Earlier in 2016, the Government presented a draft National Medical Commission Bill, 2016 that
would pave the way for replacing the Medical Council of India (MCI) with a more transparent body
to be called as the National Medical Commission (NMC).

¢ The establishment of NMC was also suggested recently by Ranjit Roy Chaodhary Committee.
Issues with MCI in Current Format

e Composition- Presently, the MCI is largely an elected body and contains only medical doctors.
Due to this there has been a disproportionate private representation. Also the diversity in the
composition of MCI is missing due to high representation of medical doctors.

e Conflict of Interest- The functioning of the MCI leads to conflict of interest as it gives permission to
establish medical colleges and also ensures quality of education.

o Shift in Focus - The present focus of the MCI is only on licensing of medical colleges. There is no
emphasis given to the regulation of medical ethics.

e Corruption — Lack of transparency in granting license to the colleges has led to several incidents of
corruption, nepotism etc. In 2010, its president Ketan Desai was arrested on charges of accepting
huge bribe for recognizing one of the private medical colleges

e It has failed to create a curriculum that produces doctors suitable for Indian context, especially in
rural / poor urban areas. It has failed to maintain uniform standards of medical education.

¢ Failed to maintain Indian Medical Register - Presently, the Indian Medical Register also contains
the names of registered medical practitioners who are dead or retired from active practice. This has
led to inflated data on doctor-population ratio in India. This hinders healthcare human resource
planning.
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About MCI

MCI is a statutory body established in 1934 in British India via the Indian Medical Council Act,
1933 with twin mandate to regulate medical practice and medical education in the country.

Functions of MCI

National Medical Commission Bill

Key Highlights Of The Bill

o Maintains uniform standards of UG as well as PG medical Courses in India.

o Recognizes / derecognizes medical degrees of India / foreign countries for India.
o Maintains register of doctors in the country.
O

Reciprocity with foreign countries in the matter of mutual recognition of medical
qualifications.

o Upholding the ethics in medical education and profession in India.

The draft bill which seeks to replace the MCI with a new commission to steer medical education
in the country has been approved by a Group of Ministers (GoM).

The GoM was constituted to have a "relook” at the National Medical Commission Bill which was
drafted by a four-member committee, headed by vice chairman of NITI Aayog, to examine all
options for reforms in the Medical Council of India (MCI).

Criticism

It seeks to end the much-criticised inspector raj, presenting a major reform of the medical
education system and the profession.

It has proposed a new system in which the members of the commission would be selected on
merit by a high powered search-cum-selection panel and would not be elected, as in the past, by
MCI.

Under the proposed bill, the committee has also suggested forming a National Medical
Commission (NMC) as a policy-making body for medical education comprising a chairperson,
nine ex-officio members and 10 part-time members.

The bill creates another parallel body — the Medical Advisory Council — which would have
representatives of all states and two union territories. The council will be advisory in nature and
shape the overall agenda in medical education and training.

The proposed bill permits “for-profit organizations” to establish medical colleges as against the
present norm where only not-for-profit organizations are permitted to do so.

Permitting “for profit” colleges will severely damage the stated objective of providing a cadre of
medical professionals able and willing to work in small towns and villages. Private colleges which
charge huge amounts for medical education exacerbate this unhappy situation by producing a
group of doctors who begin their careers under pressure to earn very high incomes so that they
can recover the cost of expensive medical education.

The proposed bill seeks a rapid expansion of medical colleges which is unattainable as there is
severe shortage of suitably qualified teachers in certain absolutely essential specialties (for
example, in forensic science, community medicine, tuberculosis and radio diagnosis).
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Way Forward

Conclusion

Bodies with only nominated members tend to become narrow-minded with all members overly
concerned with pleasing the government of the day and being unable or unwilling to speak truth
to power. In this context, the proposal of forming a body with hominated member alone will not
serve the required purpose.

At least a section of the membership of the commission should be elected. A mix of hominated
and elected members will encourage a healthy tension between various points of view and is
more likely to ensure thoughtful debate.

Rapid expansion of medical colleges must be supplied with quality teachers. The proposed bill
must look into this aspect.

The proposals to streamline the administrative functions, create four verticals to oversee
undergraduate and postgraduate education, and establish a medical assessment and rating
board as also a board for medical registration all have the potential to produce major positive
changes.

The fundamental objective, however, should not be forgotten: creating a cadre of medical
professionals trained and equipped to work effectively given the social conditions of the country.
Opening the door to expensive private education is directly opposed to this objective.

2.10. |Indian Institutes of Management (IIM) Bill 2017
In News

The Lok Sabha has passed the Indian Institutes of Management (IIM) Bill 2017 to allow them
greater autonomy and empower them to grant degrees instead of diplomas as is the practice now.

IIMs till now had been registered as societies and unable to grant degrees, including PhD, to their
students.

Key Highlights

IIMs would become institutes of national importance with power to grant degrees.

The boards of the institutes are proposed to be vested with full autonomy including the power to
appoint chairperson as well as the director.

Power to review the performance of each IIM is also vested with the board.
Board to be the principal executive body of each institute.
Chairperson of the board will be appointed by the board for a period of four years.

Director of each IIM will be appointed by the board for a period of five years via a search-cum-
selection panel. Once the bill becomes an act, the board is not required to seek the Human
Resource Development Ministry’s approval for this. The Board will also have the power to remove
a director.

The IIMs’ accounts will be audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India.

There will be an IIM Coordination Forum to be notified by the central government. It shall function
as an advisory body and will be headed by an eminent person.
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The bill says the central government may frame rules to give additional powers and duties to the 1IM
Boards and, it will decide the terms and condition of service of directors although the appointment
will be made by the board. It will notify the IIM coordination forum to be headed by a eminent
person.

All rules and regulations framed either by the central government or the 1IM Boards will need to be
tabled in parliament.

Criticism

Many private B-schools may lose the market value of their postgraduate diploma in management
(PGDM) once the bill becomes an act. There has been parity between the 1IMs and other private
and semi-private PGDM schools for the last 68 years as none of them were allowed to offer a
degree.

Some B-school authorities also fear that students, recruiting companies and foreign universities
could question the legal validity of the diploma conferred by them.

Indian management education is an amalgam of half-a-dozen types of MBA programmes. Each
kind of programme has a different set of problems. Rather than providing holistic solution, the bill
focuses only on 20 IIMs.

There is the peril of replacing the "external powers (government power)" with "new internal powers".
This is worrisome because the government represents the people and the institute board does not.

The representatives of the government are accountable to people vis-a-vis Parliament, CAG, CBI,
CVC, CIC among others The self-appointing board as proposed in the Bill is not.

The bill provides greater autonomy which includes financial, organisational, and staffing autonomy.
Many believe that greater financial autonomy in the backdrop of opaqueness in how IIMs deal with
their finances is worrisome. A few IIMs have not made their annual reports available in public
domain for multiple years in a row.

Also the bill is more or less silent on academic freedom. Most [IMs administrators direct their faculty
to publish in narrow lists dominated by North American research journals, where publishing with
Indian data is usually an unsurmountable task.

While there is definite merit in publishing in these well-established North American journals in the
initial stages of the career but most [IMs administrators direct faculty into narrow pigeon holes
research even for promotions. This is not academic freedom and the bill overlooks this aspect.

The bill is not clear on the reservation policy in teacher recruitment at the IIMs. It vaguely mentions
“enabling provision allowing reservation in employment”.

Way Forward

We need to have a Management Education Bill covering all segments and stakeholders in
management education while providing level playing field for each.

Management education in India needs a separate, independent identity and a great deal of
attention from policy makers. For the last 50 years, management discipline has been treated as a
technical subject similar to engineering, architecture, pharmacy etc.

For this, setting up of the Council for Management Education (CME) and the National Management
University (NMU) can be considered.

Current Affairs For 2018- Part 3 (July 2017) Page 30



I VA JIRAM & RAVI ——
o For example - in 1997, the Government of Singapore mooted the idea of setting up of the

Singapore Management University (SMU). The SMU was supported by the Singapore government
to become a focal point for management education.

¢ In the last 16 years, it has achieved a respected position not only in Asia but also among the top
universities in the world.

Conclusion

Great institutions are faculty led, administratively supported and technology enabled. It promotes faculty
governance in the true spirit of academic freedom. We must focus on management education as a
whole to create great institutions.

2.11. India Tops Global Index Of Countries With The Most Confidence In Their Government

The latest edition of the OECD's Government at a Glance report states that 73 per cent Indians have
faith in the current government led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the highest in the world.

Key Highlights

¢ India is followed by the Canadian government headed by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, which has
the confidence of 62 per cent citizens.

o Turkey, which withessed a failed coup attempt in 2016, is in third place with 58 per cent of the
populace placing its trust in the Erdogan government.

¢ Russia and Germany rounded off the top 5, with confidence levels at 58 per cent and 55 per cent
respectively.

e On the other hand, the United States government led by President Donald Trump secured only 30
per cent of the peoples' confidence.

¢ In the United Kingdom, which is in the midst of a bitter '‘Brexit' following a divisive referendum last
year, trust in the Theresa May government stands at 41 per cent

e Government trust levels are generally determined by whether or not people consider their
government stable and reliable, if it's able to protect its citizens from risk and whether it can
effectively deliver public services.

About OECD

e Founded in 1961, OCED is an international economic organisation of 34 countries to stimulate
economic progress and world trade.

e The OECD provides a forum in which governments can work together to share experiences and
seek solutions to common problems.

e The mission is to promote policies that will improve the economic and social well-being of people
around the world.

e |ts stated goals include fostering economic development and cooperation; fighting poverty; and
ensuring the environmental impact of growth and social development is always considered.

e Over the years, it has dealt with a range of issues, including raising the standard of living in member
countries, contributing to the expansion of world trade and promoting economic stability.
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3. ECONOMY AND INFRASTRUCTURE

3.1. IBBI Notifies Rules For Bankruptcy Probe

e The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) has powers to start probe against service
providers registered with it without intimating them, according to new regulations.

¢ IBBI, which is implementing the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), has notified the regulations
for inspection and investigation of service providers registered with it.

¢ Insolvency professional agencies, professionals, entities and information utility are considered as

service providers under the Code.

e The Code, which provides for a market-determined and time-bound resolution of insolvency
proceedings, became operational in December 2016.

e As per the regulations, the investigation authority has to serve a notice intimating the entity
concerned about the probe at least ten days in advance. However, the requirement could be done
away with on grounds such as apprehensions that the records of the particular service provider
might be destroyed before the probe starts.

Bankruptcy Code: NDA's Biggest Reform

The Iinsolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2015, passed by Pariiament is possibly the single biggest reform
Dy the NDA government—one that couid be a panacea for NPA-ridden banks. ET takes a look

ONE LAW TO DEAL WITH BANKRUPTCY

» 2 laws repealed
» 11 amended

TIME-BOUND PROCESS

» 180 days to resolve insolvency
» 270 days in some circumstances

Order of priority
1. Cost of insolvency process
2. workers. secured creditors
3. Employee wasges
4.uUnsecured creditors
S. Government dues

6. Any remaining debt
7- Shareholders

LONG TIME TAKEN TO RESOLVE BANKRUPTCY

in years
Japan 0.6
india 4.3
Brazil -

all figs in percentage

LENDERSGETLITTLE
Recovery rate. cents to a dollar
100

sSo.1 e

837 815

T LT

Finland China Japan Germany United States
Source: World Bank Doing Business. 2016

NO ASSET STRIPPING

» Insolvency
professionals to hold

charge of assets
during resolution

COMREHENSIVE COVERAGE
» Companies » Partnerships

» Limited liability partnerships -
» Individuals » More can be included r
NO DEADLOCK

» Bankruptcy resolved in
prescribed time

» If not resolved in time-—-assets
to be sold to pay debtors

REGULATOR TO PROTECT EVERYONE

» The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India
to keep watch

?» 10-member board to have
RBI1 and government
representation

HIGH COST OF THE PROCESS
% of estate

THE BIG GAINS

» India will improve its ease of doing
business ranking

» Banks and asset reconstruction companies
immediate gainers

» Lift lender comfort
= This will lead to greater investments
= Corporate bond market will develop

» Locked-up assets will be freed

© Licensed professionals to guide the insolvency process
© Agencies to regulate these professionals

e e

INFORMATION BACKBONE

» The code establishes multiple
information utilities

#» Collect, collate and
disseminate financial
information related to a
debtor

FUND FOR THE FUTURE

» Insolvency and Bankruptcy Fund

» Voluntary contributions from
any person

» Fund available to
contributors if they face
bankruptcy proceedings
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3.2. India Growth Forecast kept At 7.2% for 2017-18

e The International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) July World Economic Outlook Update retained India’s
projected GDP growth rate for 2017-18 at 7.2%, and at 7.7% for 2018-19.

e The IMF added that while activity slowed following demonetisation, growth for 2016-17 was higher
than anticipated on the back of government spending and stronger momentum in the first part of
that year, as revealed by data revisions.

o While the IMF has retained India’s growth estimate as provided in the World Economic Outlook
(WEOQO) in April, in the case of China, the forecast has been marginally raised to 6.7 % in 2017 and
6.4 % in 2018 from earlier projections. India, however will continue to grow faster than China in
2017 as well as 2018.

e The pick up in global growth anticipated in the April World Economic Outlook remains on track, with
global output projected to grow by 3.5% in 2017 and 3.6% in 2018.

e The unchanged global growth projections mask somewhat different contributions at the country
level. U.S. growth projections are lower than in April, primarily reflecting the assumption that fiscal
policy will be less expansionary going forward than previously anticipated. On the other hand, the
growth outlook was revised upwards for Japan, the euro area, and China.

¢ Inflation in advanced economies remains subdued and generally below targets; it has also been
declining in several emerging economies, such as Brazil, India, and Russia.

IMF RETAINS INDIA’S FY18
GROWTH PROJECTION AT 7.2%

The International Monetary M 2016 W 2017* @ 2018° Current

Fund (IMF) on Tuesday called Real GDP Consumer prices account balance
for accelerated economic l(Year-on»year. in %) ()/ear-on-year. in %) {(As a % of GDP)
reforms for India to achieve a 49

higher growth trajectory, 2 4.8

while retaining its growth India P x4 5.1

projection of 7.2% for 2017-18. = -

In its biannual World Eco- 2

nomic Outlock (WEO), IMF B 24
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for 2016-17 to 6.8% from 6.6% 6.2 2.3

estimated in January, even as 1.6 13

it maintained that economic e =2 3 - >7
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etization. IMF's projection 1.7 0.2

makes India the fastest grow- - 17 1.7
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with China estimated to have 1.6 l 1.5

grown at 6.7% during 2016. Financial years for india TProjecton

3.3. India-EU Trade Facilitation Agreement

India and European Union (EU) have established Investment Facilitation Mechanism (IFM) for EU
Investments in India.

About The Agreement

e The IFM builds on the Joint Statement of the 13th EU-India Summit held in Brussels in March 2016
where the EU had welcomed India’s readiness to establish such a mechanism.
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The key objective of IFM is to pave the way for identifying and solving problems faced by EU
companies and investors with regard to their operations in India.

Invest India, the official Investment Promotion and Facilitation Agency of India, will also be part of
the mechanism.

The Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion (DIPP), Union Ministry of Commerce & Industry
will also facilitate participation of other relevant ministries and authorities on a case-to-case basis.

It will also include identifying and putting in place solutions to procedural impediments faced by EU
companies and investors in establishing or running their operations in India.

Significance

The mechanism will allow for a close coordination between EU and India with an aim to promote
and facilitate EU investment in India and strengthening the trade and investment ties between the
EU and India.

It will cover both new investors as well as those already present in India. It will also serve as a
common platform for discussing general suggestions from the point of view of EU investors and
companies with regard to ease of doing business in India.

It will create a single-window entry point for EU companies that need assistance for their
investments at the central/state level.

The establishment of the IFM is considered as a right step in the direction of

This initiative will help ensuring a more robust, effective and predictable business environment for
the EU investors.

Economic Relation Between India and EU

India is currently the fastest growing economy in the world and a strategic partner for the EU
representing a sizable and dynamic market of 1.25 billion people.

For these reasons, the EU and India are committed to further increase their bilateral trade and
investment through the Free Trade Agreement negotiations that were launched in 2007.

The EU is India's number one trading partner (13.5% of India's overall trade with the world in 2015-
16) well ahead of China (10.8%), USA (9.3%), UAE (7.7%) and Saudi Arabia (4.3%).

India is the EU's 9th trading partner in 2016 (2.2% of EU's overall trade with the world) after South
Korea (2.5%) and ahead of Canada (1.9%).

Trade and Investment are key elements of the EU-India Strategic Partnership launched in 2004.

The EU is the India’s first trade partner in goods and services and also largest foreign investor with
a stock exceeding US$ 81.52 billion as of March 2017.

There are more than 6,000 EU companies currently present in India, providing direct and indirect
employment to over 6 million people.

Q. India and European Union (EU) have established Investment Facilitation Mechanism (IFM) for
EU Investments in India. How do you think this will help strengthen India —EU relationship?
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3.4. NPCI gets RBI nod to operate Bharat Bill Payment System

¢ National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), the umbrella organization for all retail payment
systems in the country, has received the final nod from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to function
as the Bharat Bill Payment Central Unit and operate the Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS).

e There is a specific direction from RBI to operate the central unit as a strategic business unit of
NPCI. Nearly 45 crore bills which comprise of electricity, telecom, DTH, water and gas are
permitted under BBPS.

e This initiative will provide a major push to digital payments as it is a big step forward in formalizing
the bill payment system in the country.

e The total number of Bharat Bill Payment Operating Units certified by NPCI now stands at 24. The
certified units include three public sector banks (Bank of Baroda, Union Bank of India and Indian
Overseas Bank), 10 private sector banks, five cooperative banks and six non-bank biller
aggregators.

e As per the framework, a customer will be able to pay several bills such as electricity, telephone,
water, gas, and direct-to-home television at a single location—physical or electronic—and receive
instant confirmation once the payment is made.

e Payments through BBPS may be made using cash, transfer cheques and electronic modes. Bill
aggregators and banks, who will function as operating units, will carry out these transactions for the
customers.

o Currently, 42 large billers in five utility sectors have been on-boarded. Major public sector banks
including State Bank of India (SBI) are still under certification.

e At present the bulk of transactions on BBPS are towards payment of electricity bills. The power
sector potentially contributes to about 180 million bills per month out of which only 10% is digital.
The likelihood of meeting the target of generating 25 billion digital transactions during the current
fiscal year depends critically on the power sector getting on-boarded on BBPS system, added the
statement.

3.5.  New App “Aarambh” Launched To Monitor Rural Roads More Efficiently

e The Union Government has launched a new mobile app called “Aarambh” for performance based
maintenance contracting and community contracting for maintenance of rural roads.

e The app “Aarambh” will help for Road inventory. It will also help to capture data for maintenance of
the road condition.

e This Mobile Phone App aims at the use of GIS based mapping for making road inventories,
condition surveys, and producing cost estimates and other relevant data for preparation and
monitoring of annual road maintenance plans.

e Its usage would greatly enhance the service delivery of the state level institutions in planning and
implementing performance based rural roads maintenance contracts.
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3.6. Forex Kitty At Record-High Of $386.53 Bn

e The country’s forex reserves touched a record high of $386.539 billion after it rose by $4.007 billion
in the week to June 30, due to an increase in the foreign currency assets (FCAs), the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) said.

e Inthe previous week, the reserves had surged by $576.4 million to $382.53 billion.

e FCAs, a major component of overall reserves, rose $3.724 billion to $362.388 billion in the reporting
week, the RBI data showed. Expressed in dollar terms, FCAs include the effects of
appreciation/depreciation of non-US currencies, such as the euro, pound and the yen, held in the
reserves.

e Gold reserves also increased $252.8 million to $20.348 billion. The special drawing rights with the
International Monetary Fund were up $11.8 million to $1.479 billion.

e The special drawing rights with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) were up by USD 11.8 million
to USD 1.479 billion. The country’s reserve position with the IMF, too, rose by USD 18.9 million to
USD 2.322 billion.
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4. INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

4.1. ISIS Defeated In Mosul
The terrorist organization ISIS faced defeat in Mosul city of Iraq by coalition forces fighting against it.
About The Mosul Battle

e lraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi declared the city of Mosul liberated from Islamic State control
as a watershed moment in the U.S.-backed Iragi military campaign against the extremist group.

e The primarily Sunni city with an original population of more than 2.5 million was the biggest prize
claimed by the Islamic State in its violent fight across northern and western Iraq in 2014.

¢ Islamic State leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi declared a caliphate from Mosul's Great Mosque of al-
Nuri. Mosul was the main centre of ISIS in which for three years they had an army, administration
and territory making it more powerful.

Challenges After ISIS Defeat

o The fight between Kurdish forces and Iraqgi’s to gain dominance in the area is one of the major
challenges.

¢ In the early months of the struggle to prevent the group from moving on to seize Erbil, the capital of
the Kurdish regional government, Kurdish resistance forces occupied vast areas of the Nineveh
plain east of Mosul which had long been disputed between Arabs and Kurds.

e The same happened in the oil-rich province of Kirkuk. The issue will only exacerbate already
existing divisions over how Iraq is to share its oil revenues and the federal budget between the
Kurdish region and the rest.

e The risk of violence between Arab Sunnis and Shias is also a big challenge. In 2014, ISIS was
able to seize Mosul relatively easily because the city’s largely Sunni population felt neglected by
Baghdad. The Iragi government has to end the sense of alienation among the Sunni population to
establish harmony and peace in the society.

e Repairing the damage will be a huge task. The government’s record in other liberated cities is not
satisfactory. Falluja and Ramadi were both freed from ISIS rule more than a year ago yet not much
has been done for their reconstruction.

e Humanitarian crisis: ISIS faces defeat in Mosul in northern Irag but a growing humanitarian crisis
looms for survivors of the battle between the occupying terrorist group and members of Iraq's
Special Forces. For many newly liberated refugees, the food and fluids they receive from first-aid
stations set up outside I1SIS-held territory is the first nutrition they have received in a long time and
children are treated for dehydration and undernourishment.

What It Meant For ISIS?

¢ Without Mosul, by far the largest city to fall under ISIS’s control, the terror group’s territory in Iraq is
reduced to mainly rural, desert areas west and south of the city where tens of thousands of people
live.

o Islamic State loses the oppressed population that has eked out a life of bare survival under its rule
subjected to every whim of a system of power. They are still regionally dangerous, still able to
inspire the occasional attack in the West but without the territory that gave ISIS practical power.
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ISIS named Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi as Caliph Ibrahim and demanded allegiance from Muslims
worldwide from Mosul. Hence, their defeat from Mosul is a defeat for their idea to establish
Caliphate.

What The Iragi Government Needs To Do

Reconstruction and resettlement will be the key factors for the citizens of Mosul in reconciling with
the central government.

The Iragi state has to articulate a plan that will guarantee the meaningful inclusion of marginalized
groups which include the Arab Sunnisin Mosul and Ninawa province as well as its minorities
Christians and Yezidis.

The state has to demonstrate beyond mere rhetoric how it will tackle structural inequalities including
corruption and the abuse of power of state security forces and paramilitary actors, in addition to the
justice sector institutions.

International aid can be made contingent on trust-building measures that foster social cohesion in
Mosul and other formerly ISIL-held territories. Such measures include the establishment of
grievance mechanisms that create spaces for dialogue between the communities in Mosul and the
security forces.

The ISIL fighters are still holding out in Mosul districts and are likely to have sleeper cells in
liberated areas of the city hence local cooperation is needed to handle the looming threats.

The pace of reconstruction, resettlement and political inclusion, on the municipal and national level
is needed to ultimately determine the peace.

On the national level the Iragi government has yet to develop a compelling strategic narrative of
how a political process can address the underlying conditions which led to the emergence of ISIL in
the first place.

Q. What is the battle of Mosul? How do you think the defeat of ISIS in this battle will impact the war

against ISIS?

4.2.

Global Treaty To Ban Nuclear Weapons

In News

During the United Nation’s resolution process, over 120 countries in the United Nations voted to
adopt the first-ever global treaty to ban nuclear weapons.

India and eight other nuclear armed nations including the US, China and Pakistan did not
participate in the negotiations for the legally binding instrument to prohibit atomic weapons.

About The Treaty

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons is the first multilateral legally-binding instrument
for nuclear disarmament to have been negotiated in 20 years.

The Netherlands was the only country who voted against the treaty and Singapore abstained from
voting.

The treaty would be opened for signature on September 20 2017. It will enter into force once 50
countries ratified it.

The treaty represents an important step and contribution towards the common aspirations of a
world without nuclear weapons.
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The impetus for the treaty reflects growing concerns over the risk posed by the continued existence
of nuclear weapons as well as awareness of the catastrophic humanitarian consequences that
would result if nuclear weapons were ever used again.

The new treaty will promote inclusive dialogue and renewed international cooperation aimed at
achieving the long overdue objective of nuclear disarmament.

Basic Obligations Under The Treaty

All of the ratifying countries should never under any circumstances develop, test, produce,
manufacture, otherwise acquire, possess or stockpile nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive
devices.

The treaty bans any transfer or use of nuclear weapons or nuclear explosive devices.

States Parties cannot allow the stationing, installation, or deployment of nuclear weapons and other
nuclear explosive devices in their territory.

In addition to the Treaty’s prohibitions, States Parties are obligated to provide victim assistance and
help with environmental remediation efforts.

Opposition

The nine nuclear powers namely the United States, Russia, Britain, China, France, India, Pakistan,
North Korea and Israel neither took part in the negotiations nor cast their vote.

Even Japan the sole sufferer of atomic attack refrained from taking part in the negotiations. Most of
the NATO countries too boycotted the negotiations.

The nuclear powers view the treaty as unrealistic and argue that it will not have any impact on
reducing the global stockpile of 15000 atomic weapons.

According to the nuclear powers their nuclear arsenals serve as a deterrent against nuclear attacks
and they remain committed to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

The NPT seeks to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and puts the onus on nuclear states to
reduce their stockpiles. But the non-nuclear states are increasingly worried about the slow pace of
disarmament and are concerned that weapons of mass destruction may fall into the wrong hands.

Why India Abstained

India had abstained from voting on the resolution regarding the global treaty of banning nuclear
weapons.

India had said that it was not convinced that the proposed conference could address the long
standing expectation of the international community for a comprehensive instrument on nuclear
disarmament.

India also maintained that the Geneva-based Conference on Disarmament (CD) is the single
multilateral disarmament negotiation forum. It had further said that it supports the commencement
of negotiations in the Conference on Disarmament on a Comprehensive Nuclear Weapons
Convention, which in addition to prohibition and elimination, also includes verification.

Underlining that international verification was essential to the global elimination of nuclear weapons;
India had said it feels that the current process did not include the verification aspect.

In line with its position, the country had decided not to participate in the negotiations for the treaty.
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Nuclear Disarmament And The Efforts of U.N.

Nuclear weapons are the most dangerous weapons on earth. One can destroy a whole city,
potentially killing millions and jeopardizing the natural environment and lives of future
generations through its long-term catastrophic effects. The dangers from such weapons arise
from their very existence.

Although nuclear weapons have only been used twice in warfare in the bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki in 1945, about 22,000 reportedly remain in our world today and there have been
over 2,000 nuclear tests conducted to date.

Disarmament is the best protection against such dangers but achieving this goal has been a
tremendously difficult challenge.

The United Nations has sought to eliminate such weapons ever since its establishment. The first
resolution adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1946 established a Commission to deal with
problems related to the discovery of atomic energy among others.

The Commission was to make proposals for inter alia the control of atomic energy to the extent
necessary to ensure its use only for peaceful purposes. The resolution also decided that the
Commission should make proposals for the elimination from national armaments of atomic
weapons and of all other major weapons adaptable to mass destruction.

A number of multilateral treaties have since been established with the aim of preventing nuclear
proliferation and testing while promoting progress in nuclear disarmament. These include
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), the Treaty Banning Nuclear
Weapon Tests In The Atmosphere, In Outer Space And Under Water, also known as the Partial
Test Ban Treaty (PTBT), and the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) which was
signed in 1996 but has yet to enter into force.

A number of bilateral and plurilateral treaties and arrangements seek to reduce or eliminate
certain categories of nuclear weapons to prevent the proliferation of such weapons and their
delivery vehicles.

These range from several treaties between the United States of America and Russian
Federation as well as various other initiatives, to the Nuclear Suppliers Group, the Missile
Technology Control Regime, the Hague Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile Proliferation,
and the Wassenaar Arrangement.

Geneva Based Conference on Disarmament

The Conference on Disarmament (CD) was established in 1979 as the single multilateral
disarmament-negotiating forum of the international community. It was a result of the first Special
Session on Disarmament of the United Nations General Assembly held in 1978.

The terms of reference of the CD include practically all multilateral arms control and
disarmament problems.

Currently the CD primarily focuses its attention on the following issues: cessation of the nuclear
arms race and nuclear disarmament; prevention of nuclear war including all related matters;
prevention of an arms race in outer space; effective international arrangements to assure non-
nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons; new types of
weapons of mass destruction and new systems of such weapons including radiological
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